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agenda

EMCEE : GAVIN AMOS    dj : TONY DOURADO
pHOTOGRAPHER :  NISARG MEDIA PRODUCTION ( NISARG )
GRAPHIC, DIGITAL AND WEB : DMG WEBLABS INC ( SHIVANI )

Meet and Greet
National Anthem

Opening Dance by Nritya Kala Mandir
Lions Grace

Welcome Address by President Lion Sandi Sethi
Introduction of the Club Members
Greetings: DG Lion Martin JonesGreetings: DG Lion Martin Jones

Door Prizes 
Classical Dance by Nritya Kala Mandir

Let's beat the moves by Reign Yash Dance Academy
Vocal Performance Vedika & Avantika

Dance Performance by Aditi Chetan Kulkarni 
Door Prizes

SponsorS’ RecognitionSponsorS’ Recognition
Keynote Speaker and Cheque Presentation
Dance Performance by Bollywish Group

Greetings by Mayor
Cine Blitz Dance by Reign Yash Academy

Vocal Performance by Deepak Patkar, Vedika Sanjay, Avantika Sanjay
Dinner
Raffle DrawRaffle Draw
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national anthem

lions grace
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markham elite lions club president’s message

We Serve with Excellence
Markham Elite LIons Club

 Dear Sponsors, Friends and Family,

As the President of Markham Elite Lions Club, it is my honour on behalf of the Club to 

invite you to our annual Fundraising Gala Evening on May 23rd @ 6pm onwards.

Not only this special evening is to celebrate Mother’s day but also to celebrate the 

success of our commitment to excellence and the various projects we do every year for 

the betterment of the society

is is our 3is is our 3rd year to support the extraordinary cause of raising funds for the 

Maternity Ward of Markham Stouffville Hospital.

We are thankful to our volunteers, members, sponsors, businesses, partners who 

joined hands together for a common cause. Without their help and commitment, its 

just not possible to achieve success in our projects

Let’s come together to celebrate the Art of living via the Art of giving, together, we 

always make a difference
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message from district governor a16
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                                                                       melc board

nina sethi
past president

insurance professional

SUBRAMANYAM NARASIMHAN
1st vice president

SN Law Professional Corp

sandi sethi
 president

kns insurance group

UMA SUBRAMANYAn
secretary

cube tech Professional Corp

VEENA RAJPAL
Treasurer & tail twister
Classic Event Décor

CHANDRA SHEKHAR CHAUHAN
2nd vice president

Chauhan Food Services Inc

VEENA CHAUHAN
membership director
Veenus Diamond Inc

KULDEEP SETHI
lcif coordinator
Business Owner

mamta vijay 
service chairperson

SATISH SOOD
lion tamer

Alkaso International Inc

AMRITPAL SINnGH
MARKETING PERSON
Arc Worldwide Group
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                                                                       melc titans

LALIT GUPTA
Gupta Group of Restaurants
O/A KFC, Pizza Hut, Taco Bell

NEERJA SETHI
Nacora Insurance Broker

surinder chaba

RAKESH VIJAY
vijay wealth Raymond James Ltd
Senior Wealth Manager

NEELAM  GUPTA
Gupta Group of Restaurants
O/A KFC, Pizza Hut, Taco Bell

ABHISHEK JAIN
Director

Amica Immigration Services

CHAITANYA KAMBLI
Licensed Paralegal & 
Notary Public

CHHAVI JAIN
Financial Security Advisor

ARPITA SURANA
Meditation Coach, AyurMeditate

DEEPENDRA SURANA
Director

Surana CPA Professional 

GURDHIAN SINGHI
Broker

Remax Realtron Realty Inc

SAGAR SURYA SETIA
Owner

HXN Building NA

savita chaba

VIKRAM KHOSLA
Owner

FLYERTECH BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
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Markham Elite Lions Club

Chartered on August 17, 2022, the Markham Elite Lions Club (MELC) lives by a powerful motto: 
"Born to Serve." This ethos guides every project the club undertakes. Consequently, MELC spent 
the past year addressing vital community needs with selfless dedication.

The club recently achieved a significant milestone in its service journey. Specifically, this marks The club recently achieved a significant milestone in its service journey. Specifically, this marks 
the third consecutive year that MELC has donated to the Markham Stouffville Hospital Maternity 
Ward. This ongoing partnership ensures that local families receive exceptional care during their 
most important moments. By prioritizing maternal health, the club invests directly in the future of 
our community.

Beyond healthcare, MELC remains a steadfast partner to local food banks. Members worked Beyond healthcare, MELC remains a steadfast partner to local food banks. Members worked 
tirelessly to provide essential provisions to South Asian women’s shelters. Furthermore, they 
supported the Share & Care Food Bank during the difficult winter months. These efforts reflect a 
deep commitment to food security and human dignity.

Vision care also remains a core pillar of their mission. For instance, the club spearheaded a 
massive eyeglass donation drive this year. They collected numerous pairs of glasses for global 
distribution. As a result, many individuals worldwide will gain the gift of clear sight.

MELC also champions environmental sustainability. The team actively leads tree-planting events MELC also champions environmental sustainability. The team actively leads tree-planting events 
and park restoration projects. In addition, the club raises significant funds for breast cancer 
awareness and diabetes research. These diverse initiatives prove that MELC takes a holistic 
approach to community well-being.

Ultimately, these achievements depend on the unwavering support of sponsors and members. 
Looking ahead, the Markham Elite Lions Club remains committed to its mission. Through collective 
effort, they will continue to empower our  community and change lives for the better.

Markham Elite Lions Club: A Legacy of Excellence and Service
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our causes - vision
In Ontario, a staggering 681,000 individuals are affected by varying degrees of vision 
impairment, encompassing mild to severe cases, as per the Canadian Survey on Disabilities
With a rich legacy of aiding the blind and visually impaired, we are dedicated to upholding this 
mission as we embark on our next century of service. Our goal is to prevent needless blindness 
and enhance the quality of life for those who are visually impaired.

According to CNIB, the leading causes 
of blindness in Canada are:
Cataracts: 3,541,000 people
Age-related macular degeneration: 
1,574,000 people
Glaucoma: 294,600 people
Diabetic Retinopathy: 749,800 people
Source: Source: 

https://www.cnib.ca/en/sight-loss-info/blindness/blindness-canada

learn 
vision facts

discover

melc initiative
 Our Club collects various types of eyeglasses, 
including reading, single vision, bifocal, safety, 
children’s, prescription, and non-prescription 
sunglasses, as well as broken glasses and loose 
lenses. These are sent to Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Centres (LERC) where metals and other 
components are recovered. 

Prepared glasses are then distributed to missions delivering them to those in need worldwide. 
This year, Markham Elite Lions Club donated approximately 1000 pairs of eyeglasses.
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DISTRICT A16 
CONVENTION 

& 
EYE GLASSES 
DONATION
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Web: www.dumpukht.ca
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our causes - hunger
Hunger in Ontario, Canada, is a pressing issue despite the region's overall prosperity. Many 
individuals and families struggle to access nutritious and affordable food on a regular basis, 
leading to food insecurity. Poverty, low wages, high living costs, and systemic barriers 
exacerbate food insecurity. Vulnerable groups like children, seniors, newcomers, and the 
homeless are especially affected.

According to PROOF, a household food 
insecurity research program based at 
the University of Toronto, 24.2% of 
households in Ontario experience 
food insecurity. This latest data 
translates to approximately 2.34 
million people, meaning nearly 1 in 3 
children under the age of 18 in the 
province live in a food-insecure 
household.

learn 
hunger facts

discover

melc initiative
At MELC, we support local food banks like Share 
and Care by providing essential food items and 
personal hygiene products. This assistance is 
crucial, especially now, as families across Canada 
are facing a 30-year high in food, rent, and gas 
prices. Currently, MELC is also associated with 
shelter homes such as  South Asian Women Shelter, 
providing them with essential support such as everyday necessary food items, clothing, and 
bedding. During the winter months, MELC also provides winter clothing and accessories, along 
with personal hygiene items, to help those in need stay warm and maintain their    well-being.                

Sources:

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/F/25/food-insecurity-food-affordability.pdf
PROOF – New data on household food insecurity in 2025: 

https://proof.utoronto.ca/2026/new-data-on-household-food-insecurity-in-2025/
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SHARE & CARE 
FOOD BANK
DONATION

"Giving is not just about 
making a donation. It is 
about making a difference."

— Kathy Calvin
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Ali Maqbool, LL.B, LL.M
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public

Maqbool Law PC

Areas of Practice: 
Corporate law, Real Estate Law, 
Will & Estate, Criminal law.

OFFICE ADDRESS

100 McLevin Avenue, #206 | 
Toronto, ON M1B 5K1

6185 Barker Street
Niagara Falls, ON L2G 1Y5

Office: 416-335-1506 

Cellular: Cellular: 416-728-2975  

Fax: 416-335-0459

Email: amaqbool@maqboollaw.com

** Licensed with the Law Society of Ontario
** Licensed with the Law Society of Alberta
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If you can't feed a hundred 
people, then feed just one.
— Mother Teresa

SOUTH ASIAN WOMEN 
SHELTER

FOOD DONATION
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services - environment
Caring for our planet begins right at home, with each one of us. Human existence relies on the 
Earth's sustenance. Our environment is not merely a backdrop; it's our residence. Nations 
around the world are already bearing the brunt of anthropogenic climate change and reckless 
human activities that are destroying our planet and exacerbating its resources.

Canada lost 8.6 million hectares of 
forest in 2023, more than 90% due to 
wildfires
Canada produces less than 1.5% of the Canada produces less than 1.5% of the 
world’s greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. Of that, Canada’s oil and 
natural gas industry produces about 
28% of our 1.5% of world emissions.
Canada's deforestation rate accounts Canada's deforestation rate accounts 
for approximately 0.3% of global 
deforestation.

Source: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-canadas-rate-of-forest-loss-from-wildöre-quintupled-in-2023-from/

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html

https://natural-resources.canada.ca/forests-forestry/state-canada-forests/state-canada-s-forests-annual-report-2025

learn 
Environment facts

discover

melc initiative

Amidst the multifaceted challenges of the 
climate crisis, Markham Elite Lions Club 
actively participates in initiatives like tree 
planting,  and park cleaning, all dedicated to 
advancing our shared cause. This year, MELC 
donated ̊1000 to 10,000 trees organization.

At MELC, we Lions, commit to an annual partnership with 10,000 Trees for the Rouge. Our club 
generously donate and actively participate in  tree-planting event.
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TREE 
PLANTING
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Lions Club International President
 Lion A.P.Singh

Lions International Past President
 Lion Fabrício Oliveira
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The Lions Clubs International (LCI) Club Excellence Award represents the pinnacle of club 
performance worldwide. We are proud to announce that the Markham Elite Lions Club was 
honored with this prestigious award in 2025. This distinction recognizes clubs that exceed global 
benchmarks in leadership, membership growth, and humanitarian impact. To achieve this, MELC 
mastered four critical pillars:

Service ImpactService Impact: We successfully completed high-impact projects focused on Hunger, and the 
Environment.

Membership Growth: Through active community engagement, we expanded our club with 
dedicated new members.

Leadership Development: Our officers completed advanced professional training to ensure 
transparent and effective club management.

Global PhilanthropyGlobal Philanthropy: We exceeded our contribution goals for the Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF), supporting humanitarian relief worldwide.

Ultimately, this award confirms that MELC is not just a participant, but a leader in the global 
mission to serve. Excellence is our foundation; service is our legacy.

The Gold Standard of Service: The Club Excellence Award

37



Markham Elite Lions ClubFundraising Gala 2026 38



Markham Elite Lions ClubFundraising Gala 2026

INDUCTION 
NIGHT
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RAJOURI GARDEN
 LIONS CLUB
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We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.

— Winston Churchill
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Sales Representative
Halo Property Management, Owner

Sales Representative Broker
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FUNDRAISING  GALA  2025
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cover art by zahra  bombaywala

At just 8 years old, this talented Grade 3 student Zahra 
Bombaywala, brings imagination and heart into 
everything she creates. A naturally creative and 
detail-oriented child, she expresses herself beautifully 
through her artwork, often inspired by the stories and 
books she loves so much. An avid reader and a 
wonderful listener, she finds joy in exploring new 
worlds through storytelling, which shines through in 
her thoughtful and expressive creations. Beyond her 
artistic talents, she is known for her loving, caring, and 
gentle nature, making her a joy to everyone around her. 
Her creativity, curiosity, and warmth make her artwork 
truly special, and we are delighted to showcase her 
inspiring work in this edition.
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
from

AYURMEDITATE ( ARPITA SURANA )

CHAITANYA KAMBLI

CHAUHAN RESTAURANTS SERVICES INC

DENTAL MED

HXN BUILDING NA ( SAGAR SURYA SETIA )

CHAUHAN HOSPITALITY SERVICES INC

KULDEEP SETHIKULDEEP SETHI

  LEHIGH WHOLESALE CANADA INC

MARLIN TRAVELS

MERCEDEZ-BENZ MISSISSAUGA

MINAAZ  DIAMOND JEWELLERY

PADGETT MISSISSAUGA ( DIPEN SURANA )
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
from

CHAUHAN FOOD SERVICES INC

PLATINUM CONDO DEALS ( JATIN GILL )

RAKESH AND MAMTA VIJAY

SAM WADERA

SANJIV THAREJA ( HOMELIFE SILVERCITY 
REALTY INC )

VEENUS DIAMOND INC ( VEENA CHAUHAN )VEENUS DIAMOND INC ( VEENA CHAUHAN )

GENUINE PRODUCTS INC ( SUBHASH RAJPAL )

SN LAW PROFESSIONAL CORP.

STARS AND STRAUSS MEN’S WEAR

 SARA LEE ( USHA BANSAL ) 

THE GREAT AMERICAN BACKRUB

TRIPS 4 LESS
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